
	

Worldwide	Civility	Center	
Racial	Equity	Statement	

The	Worldwide	 Civility	 Council	 (WCC)	 views	 racial	 equity	 as	 essential	 to	
achieving	a	truly	civil	society.	To	this	end,	the	WCC	is	committed	to	providing	
workshops,	 educational	 materials,	 mentoring	 opportunities,	 and	 a	 stalwart	
supportive	 presence	 as	 conveners	 for	 groups	 and	 organizations	 desiring	 to	
employ	 civil	 discourse	 in	 resolving	 difficult	 cultural	 and	 social	 issues.	
Employing	these	tools	to	address	what	we	perceive	as	one	of	the	most	pressing	
issues	 in	 the	United	 States,	 racial	 disparity,	 our	 intention	 is	 to	 promote	 and	
facilitate	communication	that	addresses	the	attitudes	and	consequences	of	that	
disparity,	 thus	 leading	 to	 harmonious	 change	 and	 a	 sustainably	 civil	 society	
shared	and	enjoyed	by	all.	

We	 recognize	 the	 fact	 that	 history	 is	 just	 that—	
history.	 Past	 actions,	 biases	 and	 ideologies,	
regrettable	or	laudable,	are	not	given	to	us	to	forget	
or	change,	but	rather	as	object	lessons	to	be	used	
to	 help	 prevent	 making	 similar	 mistakes	 and	 to	
guide	humankind	to	strive	for	a	better	future.	We	
do	not	condone	discrimination	or	injustice	in	any	
form	 for	 any	 member	 of	 the	 human	 race.	 We	
believe	 that	 it	 is	 harmful	 to	 both	 parties	 for	 an	
individual	 to	harbor,	 foster	or	promote	prejudice	
against	 any	 other	 individual.	 We	 believe	 that	
discrimination	 of	 a	 racial	 or	 ethnic	 group,	 belief,	
gender,	 age,	 orientation,	 association,	 social,	 or	
economic	 position	 is	 detrimental	 to	 civilized	
society.	 We	 endorse	 the	 rights	 of	 individuals,	
groups,	 and	 even	 nations	 to	 hold	 different	
ideologies,	and	yet	coexist,	respecting	the	rights	of	
the	other.	

Dialogue	is	central	to	all	healing	and	we	contend	that	the	power	and	the	path	to	
reconciling	 our	 differences	 is	 through	 civil	 dialogue.	 In	 our	 current	
environment	we	know	that	it	would	be	unreasonable	to	think	that	every	person	
or	 group	 would	 ever	 come	 to	 complete	 agreement.	 However,	 it	 is	 well	
documented	that	understanding	and	empathy	have	resulted	in	a	cohesive	path	
forward	when	the	parties	have	invested	in	civil	discourse.		

History	is	just	that—	history.	
	

Dialogue	is	central	to	all	
healing…	
	

We	are	committed	to	promoting	
the	restorative	power	found	in	
listening,	learning	and	
understanding. 



	

	

The	 Worldwide	 Civility	 Council	 is	 therefore	 committed	 to	 promoting	 the	
restorative	power	found	in	listening,	learning	and	understanding.	

The	WCC	was	formed	after	a	successful	Urgency	of	Civility	conference	held	in	
Alexandria,	VA	in	May	2019.	Our	ongoing	vision	is	to	promote	dialogue	with	and	
within	 educational	 and	 corporate	 institutions,	 political,	 social,	 and	 cultural	
settings	 and	 venues,	 especially	 when	 facing	 challenging	 times	 and	 the	
difficulties	 that	 arise	 when	 disagreement	 leads	 to	 stalemates	 burdened	 by	
divisiveness	and	entrenched	thinking.	

Although	 we	 have	 a	 vision	 to	 promote	 civil	 dialogue	 in	 settings	 of	 conflict	
around	the	world,	we	see	as	critical	the	application	of	our	tools	and	resources	
in	 the	 racial	 issues	 facing	 a	 very	 divided	 United	 States.	 As	 such,	 we	 feel	
compelled	to	not	only	make	the	WCC	and	 its	 team	of	experts	and	 facilitators	
available	to	all	seeking	our	services,	but	to	also	be	a	leader	of	civility	through	
leading	 by	 example.	We	 are	 actively	 seeking	 and	 forging	 relationships	 with	
those	many	noble	organizations	which	have	as	 their	mandate	 racial	 equality	
and	equity,	for	example	the	NAACP,	the	National	Southern	Christian	Leadership	
Council,	the	Mexican	American	Legislative	Caucus,	the	League	of	United	Latin	
American	Citizens,	various	Interfaith	organizations,	and	others	addressing	the	
needs	of	minorities	and	the	disenfranchised.	

The	Institute	for	Civility	in	Government,	the	Institute	for	Civil	Dialogue,	and	the	
Masonic	Family	Civility	Project	are	just	some	of	the	organizations	which	have	
already	partnered	with	us.	

We	 invite	 you	 to	 join	 us	 in	 this	 humanitarian	 endeavor.	 As	 we	 share	 our	
opinions,	thoughts	and	desires,	we	can	reunite	ourselves	as	a	people	who	wish	
to	see	civility	flourish	in	our	homes,	schools,	communities,	cities,	states,	country	
and	even	in	the	world.	With	many	voices	making	up	society’s	great	diversity,	
positive	and	sustainable	change	for	good	will	take	place.	

Visit	us	at	www.CivilityCouncil.org	or	email	us	at	info@CivilityCouncil.org	

	

	


